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Dr Jayant Menon is Visiting Senior Fellow at the ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute in Singapore,

following his early retirement from the ADB, where he was Lead Economist in the Office of the

Chief Economist. He started work at Monash University at its original campus in Clayton,

Melbourne. He has also worked at the University of Melbourne, Victoria University, the ADB

Institute in Tokyo and the American University in Washington, DC. He holds adjunct

appointments with the ANU, University of Nottingham, UK and IDEAS, Malaysia.

He has served on the Advisory Boards of CDRI, Cambodia and University of Nottingham,

Malaysia. He has authored/edited 15 books, 40 chapters in books and 80 articles in peer-

reviewed journals.

After eight years of negotiations, the recent signing of the RCEP agreement is a welcome development during 

difficult times. It comes at a time when the backlash against globalization and protectionist pressures are rising 

around the world. It will create the world’s largest FTA, accounting for almost a third of the world’s population and 

output. 

Apart from its size, what are RCEP’s key strengths? What does it cover and what does it exclude? How will it affect 

its members, especially Malaysia, and when can we expect to see such effects, on the ground? How will it affect 

regional supply chains, the regional trade architecture and the regional economy? These are some of the key 

questions we will attempt to answer in understanding the agreement and its impact on the region and on Malaysia

Mr Arvin is a corporate lawyer with ZICOlaw, a network of leading independent local law firms with a

full presence in 18 cities across all 10 ASEAN member countries.

Mr Arvin continues to hold the position of Coordinator of the ASEAN Business Club, an association of

the chief executives of ASEAN’s most prominent business enterprises committed to the advancement

of ASEAN integration.

MR. ARVIN SUBRA
Legal Practitioner & Business Consultant

ASEAN hits a historic milestone with the signing of RCEP. The RCEP marks ASEAN’s biggest free trade pact to date, 

covering a market of 2.2 billion people with a combined size of about 30% of the world’s GDP.

As there are already ASEAN+1 FTAs with each of the 5 member countries, what would be the additional impact or 

benefits of this economic partnership? Is it a true triumph of ASEAN’s middle power diplomacy? The objective of this 

webinar is to create awareness on what are the salient features of RCEP and highlight useful sources for business 

owners and SMEs to plug into.

Moderator

MR. YEOH SENG HOOI
(Vistage Chair)

Hon. Secretary-General of SAMENTA

MS. WAN WADRINA WAN ABDUL WAHAB

Ms Wadrina joined the Administrative and Diplomatic Services in July 2003 and was posted to

the Ministry of International Trade and Industry (MITI) and she is currently the Director (Internal

Relations) of the ASEAN Economic Integration Division, MITI.

Throughout her carrier, she has served in the Multilateral Policy and Negotiation Division,

Services Sector Development Division and Strategic Negotiation Division. Ms Wadrina also

served at the MITI Geneva as Economic Counsellor from 2007 until 2010. She also hold a

Certificate of Legal Practice (CLP) from University Malaya and LLB from the Liverpool

University, Liverpool, UK.
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